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Tomorrow’s Equine Trails Depend on You
Will our trail resources survive our
lifetime? As it stands now, the answer is
questionable. Public demand for trails
continues to increase while funding for
trails is shrinking. How can we ensure that
our favorite trails and trails we haven't yet
explored survive this imbalance?

Our trails can survive and in fact our tails
systems can grow. To meet the increasing
demand for trails, it's going to take a
paradigm shift for both public land
managers and users. This paradigm shift is
one of shared responsibility between the
public land managers and users. This starts
at the planning process through the life
cycle maintenance support for the trails.

This shift is already happening on the
Federal level. The Warden Station horse
camp and horse trails in the Shoal Creek
Ranger District in the Talladega National
Forest is a prime example of what trail
advocacy groups working with the Forest
Service can accomplish. The trail advocacy
group has received awards from both the
Supervisor of the Talladega National
Forest and the Supervisor of the USFS
District for this effort.

This model needs to ripple down to the
state and local level to insure sufficient
trails for the future demand. We must form
a partnership with land managers at all
levels of government to make this happen.

The whole context of public trails and how
they are managed is changing. To survive,
land management agencies are relying
more on volunteers, trail advocacy groups,
alternative labor/funding sources,

technology and professional trail
contractors. Volunteer labor is fast
becoming the main force in the effort to
protect our trail resources.

Only through forming effective
partnerships between land agencies and
trail advocacy groups can we insure that
our grandchildren will have trails to ride.
Only by getting involved can we insure the
future of our trails.

As Back Country Horsemen, we are
dedicated to preserving the historical use
of recreational equines in on public lands
commensurate with our heritage.

Volunteering is a cornerstone of the
Back Country Horsemen. An integral
part of the Back Country Horsemen is
service to support the public land
managers. In these days of declining
budgets and increasing demand from
recreational users – the public land
managers cannot support the increasing
demand posed by recreational equestrians
without our help and support. Our public
land managers do not have the resources
on hand to make and/or reroute and
maintain trails. Our public land managers
do not have resources to track the latest
developments in methods for sustainable
trails systems so our trails can better
support the increasing demand.

If we want the public land
managers to support our needs –
we must support their ability to

supply the recreational
opportunity!
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President’s Message
We cannot just ask – we have to be willing to pitch in and help. We have to get out of
our saddles and spend time on the ground working. We have to spend time working with
our land managers to help them so they can support our needs. I would like to challenge
every recreational equestrian to get out of the saddle for least 20 hours a year and support
our public land managers so they have the resources to support our recreational demand.

The Back Country Horsemen of America is very
proud of its service nationwide. The Back
Country Horsemen in the combined two year
period of 2005 and 2006 provided over 296,000
volunteer hours to public land managers and an
estimated value to the public land managers of
over $6.5 million. This tradition for service has
given the Back Country Horsemen creditability
when it had to "draw a line in the sand" to
protect our right to exercise our cultural heritage
when such exercise is being threatened by
policies of public land agencies.

Working together the Back
Country Horsemen and Land

Managers can make a
difference!

Ride Long - Ride Hard – Ride Safe

Truman Prevatt
President, FFBCH

Editor’s Note
Kathy Thompson

Welcome to our second
newsletter from the newly formed
Florida Forever Back Country
Horsemen (FFBCH). Our goal is to
publish a newsletter for our
members and friends every other
month. Members of FFBCH will
also receive a copy of the Back
Country Horsemen of America
newsletter in the mail quarterly.

Our FFBCH newsletter covers
subjects that are relevant to
protecting and preserving equestrian
trails on public lands, primarily in
Florida. Sometimes, equestrian trail
issues that we may influence will
come to our attention in other areas
of the Southeastern United States.

We rely heavily on electronic
distribution of our newsletter. If you
don't have the capability to access
the Internet, please let us know and
we will mail you a text version. We
would greatly appreciate your
efforts in further distributing the
newsletter to your friends and
fellow equestrians.

We encourage you to advise us
of any changes to your E-mail
address.

Please send your comments and
newsworthy items to the editor. We
would like to hear from you.

ffbch@earthlink.net
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Recent Activities
Workday, June 2, 2007, FFBCH supports Croom Trail Riders in their annual

Cleanup in the Croom forest.

FFBCH extends a huge

THANK YOU
to all who came out for

Cleanup Day.

You were there
despite the threat of

Tropical Storm Barry.
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FFBCH General Meeting
Tuesday, Aug 14, 2007

2:00 P.M.

Helen Koehler will be Guest
Speaker telling us about highlights
from the Southeastern Equestrian
Trails Conference, Knoxville in
2007 and plans for the Southeast
Trails Conference to be held in
Gainesville, Fl. in 2009. If time
permits, she will tell us about
current equine activities at Goethe
State Forest. We will also have an
update on the evolving recreational
trail situation at the Greenway.

Location
6457 Windmere Road

East Hernando Branch Library
Brooksville, Fl.

Directions
At I-75 (exit 301) go east on SR 50
to light at Windmere Road by
Waffle House. Turn Left on
Windmere Road and go 2 blocks to
stop sign. Continue straight and
make next left into the library.

August 8, 2007,
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Babcock Ranch Management Plan
Development

Important planning meeting to get
input at the beginning of the
planning process for the 10-year
Conceptual Management Plan for
Babcock Ranch Preserve. Contact:
Christine Denny at (352) 372-4747

Location
Charlotte County Eastport
Environmental Campus, Training
Room B, 25550 Harborview Rd.,
Port Charlotte, Florida

July 31-Aug 2, 2008 Charleston, S.C.
SETC - Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference

July 9-11, 2009 Gainesville, Fl.
SETC - Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference

On the Agenda
Our Georgia Friends need
help! If you know equestrians in
the Georgia area, please notify them
of this Very Important Meeting,
August 8, 2007 in Ellijay, Ga. The
Back Country Horsemen of North
Georgia will address the eminent
closure by the USFS of virtually the
entire Chattahoochee – Oconee
National Forest to trail horses and
pack stock. For information contact:
www.threecreeksarabians.com

November 16-18, 2007
Florida Equine Capital Weekend Ocala, Fl.

Ocala is getting ready for the largest equestrian weekend of all times! Sun, fun, and
horses -- who could ask for more?

Check it out at www.floridaequinecapital.com


