Board of Governors

Southwest  Florida Water Management District

2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, Florida 34604

Board members:


It has come to my attention that the Board of Governors is in the process of a Hunting Evaluation to determine tracts of property to be evaluated for hunting and the expansion of hunting. I respectfully request the Lower Hillsborough Wilderness Preserve, Green Swamp East, Hampton Tract, Green Swamp West, Cypress Creek Preserve Halapata Tastanaki Preserve and Lake Panasoffkee be removed from consideration for the following reasons.

The threshold of acreage established by Florida Statute 379.3001 requiring “no net loss of hunting lands” is currently being satisfied. There is an abundance of land open to hunting in this area – in excess of 170,000 acres. Therefore, there is no justification for arbitrarily increasing the hunting land. To do so would, in my opinion, exceed the authority granted in the Florida Statute. Historically, once a tract is designated for hunting it never reverts to its original status.

Public safety: Hunting is not compatible with co-utilization of other user groups – hikers, bicyclists, campers, birders, equestrians, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H groups etc. Just because an area is not closed during hunting season does not mean that area is safe for uses other than hunting. 

Reference: FWC Uniform Hunting Incident Report case #FWSW09OFF0781

The expansion of hunting is effectively a denial of access to areas where equestrians and other users have had open access and quiet enjoyment of their activities.

Please note my strenuous opposition to expanding hunting lands at the expense of access to others.

Thank you for your very careful consideration in this matter.
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